




who was recently awarded the Ethel Benjamin Scholarship and the 
Fullbright Scholarship. 

Tell me more about what made you want to do a 
masters programme. 
I have always been interested in further study.  I love ideas, 
learning, thinking and reading.  One thing that drew me to 
further study in the law was the fact that law touches all areas of 
our lives.  To research and teach in the law is, therefore, an 
incredibly broad remit that one can shape to suit particular 
areas of interest and expertise.  

What made you choose Columbia and the subject matter? 

From when I was a teenager, I was drawn to social justice causes.  I signed up to law school to be an 
animal rights lawyer.  After law school I went into civil litigation which broadened my interests in the 
law.  Having decided to go back to university, I was looking for a law school with a really strong 
and diverse curriculum that would cater to my wide-ranging interests from social justice, socio-
legal issues and legal theory, to dispute resolution and commercial law.  I was also 
particularly interested in studying in a place that might offer personal transformation – an 
international city, with a mixture of perspectives and experiences.

Doing post-graduate study in the United States is virtually impossible without funding.  The fees and 
livings costs for a one-year LLM programme are about NZ 150,000 on a good exchange rate day.  
What particularly appealed to me about these two scholarships was the ethos behind them – together 
they are aimed at honouring and supporting peace and pioneering.  The Ethel Benjamin  was 
set up in 1997 to mark the centenary of the admission of Ethel Benjamin as the first woman 
barrister and solicitor.  The aim of the  is to support post-graduate research in law that 
encompasses the wider objectives of the New Zealand Law Foundation, in particular research that will 
protect and promote the interests of the public in relation to legal matters in New Zealand.  The 
Fulbright programme was an initiative of American Senator J. William Fulbright, who in the 
aftermath of World War II believed that mutual understanding between different countries and 
cultures was crucial for ensuring a peaceful future for the world.

If you’re interested in post-graduate study, aim for the best and see where you land.  You owe yourself 
the chance of a world-class education and transformative post-graduate experience.  Applications for 
the Fulbright are due 1 August annually See here for further information: https://
www.fulbright.org.nz/which-fulbright-award-is-right-for-me-2/.  The next step is researching other 
scholarships and universities for your areas of interest.  Be sure to put all the deadlines (of which there 
are many!) into your calendar and line up referees and documents weeks in advance of any deadlines.







The impact of COVID-19 on women’s rights

The COVID-19 pandemic has widely exposed the pre-existing inequalities rooted in our social, economic 
and political systems, including for women here in Aotearoa New Zealand. The impacts of COVID 
exacerbate issues for women, including:

Despite these issues, government responses to the pandemic have globally been largely gender neutral. With 
New Zealand currently moving into a recovery phase for COVID-19, it will be vital that women's rights are 
prioritised in policy and legal recovery initiatives.

In advance of the Budget 2020, the Ministry for Women had warned its Minister, Hon Julie Anne Genter 
that the uneven response risks further exacerbating gender inequalities - particularly for wahine Māori, 
Pasifika, disabled or rural women. The Ministry has been undertaking important work on the impact of 
COVID-19 on women in Aotearoa New Zealand that deserves a greater profile. As part of this work, a $1 
million fund for organisations that support women and girls in Aotearoa New Zealand as part of the 
Government's COVID-19 response was announced at the end of May. The Fund intends to address services 
that are experiencing an increase in demand for services or a shortfall due to the pandemic. If your 
organisation, or someone you know, would benefit from the grant, applications are open here: https://
women.govt.nz/news/covid-19-and-women/covid-19-community-fund

If you are interested in reading more:

Ministry for Women: https://women.govt.nz/news/covid-19-and-women UN Policy Brief on COVID
Impact on Women: https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/
policy_brief_on_covid_impact_on_women_9_april_2020.pdf
The Atlantic The Coronavirus is a Disaster for Feminism https://www.theatlantic.com/international/
archive/2020/03/feminism-womens-rights-coronavirus-covid19/608302/ 
NZ Herald COVID 19 Coronavirus: Government's economic response slammed for favouring men 
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/news/article.cfm?c_id=1&objectid=12333730


